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June 17, 2003

The Honorable Ero~st F. Hollings
125 Russell Senate ()fficc Building:
Washington. DC 20510

Dear Senator Hollings:

The South CaroJinaWildlife Federoition (SCWF) applau,::) )'OU for your continued commitment to
the environment :md to the rare anil precious habitats fo1.::ld both nationwide and in South
Carolina. It is your continued dedi.:ation to these valuab!,= habiuLts and our mission to support
conservation effortS that prompts u~ to write to you. Th,: PUrpOSI~ of this letter is to express our
position on your "Co11garee National Park Act of 2003."

The SCWF considers this bill, to cllange the designation :If:he C:ongaree National Monument to
the Congaree National Park and to expand the park to iru: lUlle thc 4,576 acres, a profitable
proposal. As is evidcnccd i-n the te"t of the bill, there an: nL:JncrOus reasons to protect, preserve
and expand this aTea. Thc rarity of t11is wilderness area l)()a:;ts the last and largest example of
virgin, old-growth-sbuthem hardw(lod forest in Nonh AJ)1erica. The Congaree Nati~nal
Monument and adjac\"'nt private lan.d provide valuablc 011(>0-. -tunil:ies to experience and learn about
our natural. biological, geological, md cultural history. ::his wilderness is home to ovcr 900
species of plants and a!limals. incl\J.ding rare, threatened ;Inc. endangered species. Since habitat
size plays such an important role in maintaining healthy (:o!:1munitie.o; and diverse gene pools of
plant and animal species, this expansion :md designation as a National Park are wouderful ways
to preserve such ane(~ologically rich area.

In addition, Mr. Harry Hampton, the founder of this Fed'~1'a1ion, 'was also responsible fOT thc
recognition of the Congaree Swamp as a National MonU"(leJlt. In keeping with the vision of our
founder it is with greut eagerness tltat we support your eJ:forts to have this bill enacted. The South
Caro1ina Wi1dlife Federation comntends you for introdu(:inf: the "Congaree National Park Act of
2003," Please use this 1etter freely in thc public record.
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